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“At the heart
of the problem that teachers face in the 

classroom
is knowing what is going on in the minds of 

the students” 

--Graham Nuthall (2004, p. 295)



What ways do you assess and give feedback to facilitate 
student learning in your classroom? 

What does it look like?



Agenda 
1. Starter 
2. Welcome and Introductions 
3. Review of the literature                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
4. Formative Assessment examples 
5. Feedback examples  
6. Close 



Welcome and Introductions 
Suzanne Shelburne 

Virginia Tech Student Success 
Center 

PhD Curriculum and Instruction, 
Virginia Tech

Secondary social studies teacher 
for 19 years

 

 

David Hicks 

Virginia Tech School of Education

Social Studies Teacher Preparation 
Program

PhD Curriculum and Instruction, 
Virginia Tech

 



Popham (2009) defined classroom assessment as “the 
formal and informal procedures that teachers employ in 
an effort to make accurate inferences about what their 

students know or can do.” 

Finish the statement. Formative assessments are….



Formative Assessments are…
1. Ongoing and frequent 
2. Check for understanding 
3. Used during instruction 
4. Provide instructors with actionable 

feedback 
5. Help instructors make instructional 

decisions 
6. Often ungraded (or just for participation)

(Black & Wiliam, 1998; Popham, 2008, 2011)



Crucial in synchronous online/asynchronous 
classrooms because they:

● Provide a way to connect with students 
● Give students opportunities to process 
● Help students monitor their own learning 
● Let us know that students are there and 

participating! 



Formative Assessment in Higher Education 
● “Has the potential to shape, advance and transform 

student learning” (Brown, 2019)
● Provides evidence of student thinking (Brown, 2019; 

Brookhart, 2018; Hattie, 2009; López-Pastor & 
Sicilia-Camacho, 2017; Sadler, 1989)

● Helps students “make sense of their learning” 
(Brown , 2019)

● Provides feedback and illustrates gaps in student 
learning 



Think-Pair-Share 

How do you use formative assessments in your instruction?
Are there any challenges to using formative assessments? 



We use formative assessments in all of our courses  

1. Univ 1004: College Success Strategies (Student Success 
Center) 

2. Social Studies Methods course (School of Education) 
3. Professional Dispositions and Digital Inquiry courses 

(History and ELA cohort in School of Education)
4. History Lab (Interdisciplinary course with School of 

Education, History Department and Art/Creative 
Technologies. 



Formative Assessment in Higher Education 

● Be part of the learning process 
● Be purposeful 
● Promote active engagement, active learning, and 

PROCESSING
● Encourage dialogue 
● Encourage metacognition, self-reflection, 

self-assessment (Bloxham & Boyd, 2007; Brown, 2019)



Part of the Learning Process 

Professional Dispositions 



Part of the Learning Process 

College Success Strategies 

Dialogue



What does or what could a starter activity look like in 
your daily instruction? 



Part of the Learning Process 

College Success Strategies 



Student Example 



Part of the Learning Process 

College Success Strategies 



Student Example 



Follow Up 



How could a close activity be incorporated into your daily 
instruction?

 How would you use the information from a closure? 

Turn and Talk 



Purposeful 

25 Word Summaries 

History Lab 



Purposeful 



Purposeful 
Students explored the Christiansburg Institute using 
AR and scaffolded inquiry. Students learned about 
segregation by examining historical evidence and 
touring the 3D building models. (25)
 

Students investigated the mystery of the Christiansburg 
Institute using augmented reality and scaffolded inquiry. 
Through innovative technology and historical sources 
students examined school segregation. (25)



Purposeful 

Mindset Sort 

College Success 
Strategies 



Purposeful 
College Success Strategies 



Active Engagement 

College Success Strategies 



Active Engagement 

Practicing 
reading 

strategies 

College Success Strategies 



Question:
What was life like 

for a child during the 
Great Depression? 

Make a copy of the 
analysis slides, open the 
the Bobby Murray source 
document in the shared 
drive and fill in the first 

SCIM-C template. 



Active Engagement 

College Success Strategies 



Active Engagement 

Digital Inquiry 



What does or what could active engagement look like 
during your daily instruction? 



Encourage Dialogue 

Methods



Encourage Dialogue 

College Success Strategies 



Methods

Students then shared elevator pitches with their classmates. 

Encourage Dialogue 



Encourage Dialogue 

Discussion 
strategies 



Large class sizes can make dialogue challenging. 
How do or how can students dialogue with each other 

and  you? 

Big Paper 



Metacognition, Self-Reflection

College Success Strategies 



Student Examples 



Flip
Flip Grid

Have you used this 
tool?



Metacognition, 
Self-Reflection

Students watch webinars 
and complete video 

reflections on Flipgrid. 
Students are given a 

selection of prompts to 
address.  

Methods, Digital Inquiry, and History Lab





Digital Tools

● Socrative 
● Poll Everywhere 
● Mentimeter 
● Padlet 
● Answer Garden



Feedback 
Think back to the opening 

question 

How is feedback 
given and used in 
your classroom? 



Feedback 
● Formative assessment and feedback are part of the active 

learning process (Brown, 2019; Nicol & Macfarlane-Dick, 
2006)

● Feedback is a dialogue between instructor and student 
(Nicol & Macfarlane-Dick, 2006)

● Results in learning for both instructors and student 
(Brown, 2019;Hattie, 2009)

● Students need opportunities to use and apply feedback 
(Brookhart, 2018; Brown, 2019;  Nicol & Macfarlane-Dick, 
2006)



Principles of Effective Feedback 
● A synthesis of research on feedback identified the following 

principles of good feedback practice (Nicol & Macfarlane, 2006)
○ Clarifies what good performance looks like 
○ Provides students quality information about their 

learning
○ Provides opportunities to close gaps 
○ Provides opportunities to apply feedback 
○ Provides information that can shape teaching 



Clarifies what good performance looks like 

History Lab



Provides students quality information about their 
learning

Methods 



Provides opportunities to close gaps 

College Success Strategies



Provides opportunities to apply feedback  

Student received the above feedback and had the 
opportunity to make changes and resubmit. 

College Success Strategies 



Provides information 
that can shape 

teaching 

I realized that my asynchronous 
SMART goal lesson needed 

revision because students were 
not writing goals in the SMART 

format. 



What types of feedback do students receive in 
your classes? 

What opportunities do students have to apply 
feedback? 



Exit 

Three Ws

● What did we learn today?
● So what? (relevancy, importance, usefulness) 
● Now what? (how does this fit into what we are learning, 

does it affect our thinking, can we predict where we are 
going? 



Scan QR for folder of 
materials on formative 

assessments 
sshelbur@vt.edu 

hicks@vt.edu 
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