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Content: teaching nontraditional and underachieving learners

 Primacy of perception

 Being-in-the-world

 Launch students into world of course content

 Personal experience as lens into content

 Student autonomy
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Far beyond no grading:

Summer course—required—X# students  
Large group sessions
Small group sessions—unsupervised
Unassigned Assignments
Student Selected Goals
Check-ins
Post class shared reflections/responses
No Grading



Grades Can Hinder Learning: What Should Professors Use Instead?

Supiano, Becky (July 19, 2019). The Chronical of Higher Education

https://www-chronicle-com.proxy.lib.utk.edu/interactives/20190719_ungrading#article

https://www-chronicle-com.proxy.lib.utk.edu/interactives/20190719_ungrading%23article


PRIMARY COURSE INFLUENCES

Katherine H. Greenberg (2005)

K.H. Greenberg, B. Sohn, et al. (2019)
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I designed the course to engage students in experiencing their own learning needs as a means of relating to those of marginalized learners. I began to mess about as I asked myself: What if I unassigned projects? Would I lose control? Would class become chaotic and omit important course concepts? Would small groups meet and learn from each other? 

STOP HERE

My MLE approach already encompassed a phenomenological approach, yet different in ways I wanted to more clearly understand. I came away from that reflection with some ideas: 
I wanted students to “go to the things themselves” as Husserl is known as stressing. This meant that experience was primary.  We could not merely read about learning theories and their implications for teaching and learning. 
I wanted to remove stress that comes from a focus on meeting expectations through  projects that would convince me to award a grade of “A.”   BKS: ONE PHRASE TOO MANY, I DON’T UNDERSTAND “CONVINCE ME TO AWARD AN A”
I wanted students to choose to spend their limited time in a five week course on what was most meaningful to them personally. 
I wanted to focus attention on the deepest and most critical components but at a macro rather than micro level of specific techniques for meeting learner needs.
 I wanted to offer readings that would make these key ideas sing—that would open to the sacredness of teaching and learning.  
But I was worried.
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Cleo: The philosophical orientation of this course seems to be what mystifies me because learning makes such perfect sense to me in the way I experience learning situations.  Tossing aside best practices and course objectives is, quite frankly, shocking!  If you don’t outline objectives, then how will you assess?  If you can’t assess, how will you determine value-added benefit to your students?  How will they progress onto the next level?  How will you know what the next level is?  Due to this philosophical mismatch, I felt myself playing catch-up throughout the term. 
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Lucy: “This class put me ill at ease. I will even go so as far to say that I was afraid. Here I am, at the finish line of my master degree, and I was placed in a class that I didn’t get. “Oh, for god sake, please just spoon feed me, I am tired.”



RESEARCH METHODS

 Phenomenological Analysis (Sohn et al., 2017)

 In vivo coding of participant post-course reflections (posted online)

 Independent coding followed by research team meetings

 Brought transcripts to interpretive research group (TPRG) for rigor, transparency
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Analysis of student written reflections written at end of course

Noting  what stood out 

Confirming findings with TPRG

Noting commonalities across reflections




YOUR ROLE

1. In small groups of 2-4, read aloud from the transcripts provided

2. Discuss what stands out for you

3. Write 3 words in large print on poster paper that summarize the transcript/s

4. Place poster on wall
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In small group, read aloud from the transcripts provided
Discuss what stands out for you
Write 3 words in large print on poster paper that summarize the transcript/s
Place poster on wall




FINDINGS

Difference

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(Cleo 27-29) The students are different, the course structure is different, the instructional modality is different, the emphasis on learning is different. 




Theme #1: In the beginning/As time went on 
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Presentation Notes
(Dexter 28-29) In the beginning of the class we were also confused, so perplexed, that we had no idea what was going on. 
(Isabel 52-53) In a few short weeks I've undergone a mental transformation. 



Subtheme #1.1: Feeling Adrift 
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(Cleo 40) I feel adrift 
(Regina 21-23) I remember thinking at the beginning of this summer 'marathon' that it was going to be intense. With everything going on in my personal and work life, I questioned my ability to ‘keep all the balls in the air’.
(Lucy 28-29) This class put me ill at ease. I will even go so as far to say that I was afraid. Here I am, at the finish line of my master degree, and I was placed in a class that I didn’t get. “Oh, for god sake, please just spoon feed me, I am tired,” my brain screamed during the first few sessions.





SUBTHEME 1.2: THE VEIL LIFTED
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 (Isabel 22-23) THIS CLASS HAS BEEN AN EYE OPENER for sure.  I feel like the veil has been lifted.
(Dexter 29-31) As class went on, I started to see the intent, and from that point on what a wonderful experience [this has] been. 
(Mara 12-13) I have thought more deeply, listened more attentively, and explored deeper than ever before in a course.
(Isabel 25-32) I'm ashamed to say before this class whenever I had to do a training facilitation for work or outside of work anytime I would encounter a learner who "didn't get it" or a learner who didn't pick up the concept the way that Isabel wanted them to pick up the concept because Isabel designed the curriculum and Isabel put a lot of work into them getting things "right" I would view the learners as troublesome.  I wouldn't treat them any differently of course, but in my mind they would frustrate and irritate me because I felt that the way that they were receiving the information I was presenting in a way that was not "the plan" I had at the onset of the course. 






THEME #2: UNTETHERED
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(Lucy 35-42) Wow. Night after night, it surfaced in my mind. Honestly, I wondered, was that for real? Could I learn my way, at my speed, and pick out what resonated with me, and still pass this class? Too good to be true. Class after class, I heard the message, again and again, be creative. Intrigued, I trusted, just a bit. I posted a reflection, one that honestly reflected me. And, holy cow, it was received, warmly. I was even thanked for contributing. Little by little, I came out of my shell. I began to trust, not just the process, but I started trusting my process. Suddenly, I relaxed. And, I felt free. It has been years since I felt untethered to a structured environment, and I liked it. 
(Dexter 88-91) Finally, this class is given me the ability to think outside the box, to see the world in a whole new way. We get so locked in on our perception and the rules of the society that we forget that there are different approaches in different ways to do things. This class redefined teaching for me and redefined the way that I think about learning.
(Dexter 82-87) I think I got a little set in my ways until I took this class. In the past I thought it was prudent to show structure in the beginning to show exactly what the boundaries are exactly what the expectations are, but through this approach I see now it is more meaningful for the student to find those boundaries and expectations for themselves. I am intrigued and how this works now I seek to find more research on the impact of mediated learning.





SUBTHEME #2.1: AMAZING VULNERABILITY
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  (Mara 17-19) Each person has their own hidden rules, their own perspectives, and their own passions.  In spite of all our differences, we were able to build a very open and safe learning community. 
(Kayla 16-17) My biggest take away from the course is definitely the openness and ability to share ideas in an unintimidating forum. 
(Dexter 38-41) We had such a safe space that I even wrote one of my poems that I had from a long time ago. I don’t let anybody see those, and through the thoughtful sharing of others I felt compelled to share something that made me feel anxious.




SUBTHEME #2.2 TRUSTING THE PROCESS
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(Lucy 35-42) Wow. Night after night, it surfaced in my mind. Honestly, I wondered, was that for real? Could I learn my way, at my speed, and pick out what resonated with me, and still pass this class? Too good to be true. Class after class, I heard the message, again and again, be creative. Intrigued, I trusted, just a bit. I posted a reflection, one that honestly reflected me. And, holy cow, it was received, warmly. I was even thanked for contributing. Little by little, I came out of my shell. I began to trust, not just the process, but I started trusting my process. Suddenly, I relaxed. And, I felt free. It has been years since I felt untethered to a structured environment, and I liked it. 
(Mara 19-21) I came to class each day with a sense of excitement and a little anxiety.  Excitement about what we may discuss or share in class and anxiety about what I would learn about myself in class.




THEME #3: WONDERFUL CLASSMATES
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(Mara 14-17) I felt a very intense, meaningful connection to this learning community. ...  We all began this course with our own biases, assumptions, experiences, strengths, and weaknesses.  Slowly we were able to strip ourselves, layer by layer, to the core of our purpose and being.
(Mara 22-30) In the Palmer reading (p. 109) he wrote, “Instead it is a complex and eternal dance of intimacy and distance, of speaking and listening, of knowing and not knowing, that makes collaborators and co-conspirator’s of the knowers and the known".  I found this statement to be very encompassing.  Every learning experience is composed of this dance and each part is just as important as the next.  There is no division of power and all participants are equal.  The dance accepts conflict with grace and encourages participants to be respectful of others' ideas.  The open and safe environment of a learning experience paints a picture that combines every color into a masterpiece.  Our learning community is a masterpiece of all our different colors and if one color is missing or removed balance will be lost.
(Regina 61-63) Thank you to my most wonderful classmates, and of course to the members of my group members, Wren, Jose and Mara, for being such amazing collaborators. 
(Regina 63-65)I have learned so much from everyone’s openness and willingness to be vulnerable in sharing. This class has truly embodied a learning laboratory for me, and I am grateful.




SUBTHEME #4: FAR BEYOND A TEST OR QUIZ

-- Professional & personal life application

-- Reflections on being a learner

-- Reflections on a different way to teach 
and to learn 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(Regina 25-27) It is quite refreshing to learn tools and concepts that extend far beyond a test or quiz, but can be directly applied to enriching one’s life or the lives of those around them.
(Regina 55-58) Thinking back over the last 5 weeks, there were so many ‘aha’ moments for me that I know I will recall and rely upon for years to come. As I go about my job of training and developing training apparatuses, I know the concepts learned in this class will be tirelessly applied in order to enhance the experience not only for me and my fellow facilitators, but for the attendees.  
(Isabel 32-38) In this class I really came to terms with the fact that I need to learn to not just TRUST the learning process but learn to appreciate the learning process because that's what teaching/facilitation is all about...to get the participants to learn.  I now have the mindset that it doesn't matter how the participants learn or glean information that sticks with them, what truly matters is that they learned something beneficial that can support them in whatever endeavor they're going after.  This class has made me become a more effective training facilitator and curriculum developer. 
(Dexter 34-36) I don’t know of a time when I was in a class where I have learned so much by how the teacher was teaching. I have a newfound motivation to my knowledge, and my skill set by using what I’ve learned in this class. The basis of my understanding of theory of teaching has changed.
(Dexter 173-174) your teaching has transcended past the class to even my business strategy.
(Callie 38-47) I cannot begin to thank Dr. Greenberg enough for her lessons. It went beyond the "classroom" and it resonated a deeper level of learning. The moment she introduced herself in class the first evening and talked about her students, it was clear that she cared for and was passionate about learning. She was actively involved in our learning process. Anytime we posted Self-Reflections, she would comment and answer any of our questions. She made sure to guide us in a way that did not direct us to an answer, but encouraged us to find meaning in our own learning through the sharing of our own experiences. We need more professors that understand that.... 



REFLECTIONS ON TEACHING

In 3 minutes:

1. Reflect  and record on small post-its:

 Questions

 Implications

 Challenges

 Ways you might move towards untethering your students

2. Stick to your groups’ poster, feel free to take pictures for future reference



Kathy:   khgreen@utk.edu
Brian:    BSohn@cn.edu
Lauren: moretart@gmail.com
https://phenomenology.utk.edu

mailto:khgreen@utk.edu
mailto:BSohn@cn.edu
mailto:moretart@gmail.com
mailto:moretart@gmail.com
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